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THIS MONTH’S COVER: St.  George’s in the snow 

 



What do you really want for Christmas? 

 

In 2007 Aaron Spelling (creator of many TV shows including Dynasty, 

Beverly Hills, and Charlies Angels) turned his California ranch into a 

winter wonderland as a Christmas present for his children, at a cost 

of $2million.  

In 2005 David Beckham bought Victoria Beckham a Christmas stock-

ing full of    unbelievable gifts: $100,000 diamond-encrusted handbag, 

a custom-built Rolls-Royse Phantom $500,000, but these were just 

stocking fillers for the main present of a $2.4million ruby and  dia-

mond necklace.  

However, most of us don’t live in a world where money is as      abun-

dant as the Spellings or the Beckham’: we live in a world where we 

monitor how long the central heating has been on, or when the 

baked beans we like are on special offer in our local supermarket, or 

if we are feeling really extravagant we’ll have a take-away! 

As we approach the season of giving, is there anything we can do to 

avoid giving gifts we can’t afford? 

My attention and imagination were recently grabbed when I saw the 

wonderfully titled book, “Everyone’s Normal Until You Get to Know 

Them” by John Ortberg – obviously this doesn’t include me!  For all 

our quirks, eccentricities, flaws, and prickly edges we need other peo-

ple, sometimes out of necessity and sometimes out of desire, and 

how do we connect with other’s quirks, eccentricities, flaws, and 

prickly edges?  

 How do flawed, abnormal people, such as ourselves 

master the art of successfully living in life-changing         

life-giving relationships? 



We live in community, with our families, housemates, work                 

environments, gyms, social groups, schools etc. so what makes         

community tick? What makes a successful community?  

 “we tend to devote massive amounts of time to making     

money, running errands, and succeeding at our jobs, but we neglect 

giving our most  valuable possession – time.”  
If we recognise that our wealth is tied up with what we can give with 

our time, and not with what we have in the bank we can become as           

extravagant as the Spellings or the Beckhams. 

This Christmas we could give the gift of time to our friends and family: 

sit down and have a cuppa, put the electronic device down and talk, 

go for a walk with someone. Give someone 10mins of your undivided 

time, and watch the relationship grow. 

My faith in Jesus helps remind me that people and time are the most   

important thing – although sometimes it’s easy to forget or repriori-

tise jobs and emails above time and people. But Jesus spent his time 

with people, broken people, hurting people, hopeless people and en-

couraged them to come to him. He spent time, and ate, with his 

friends and family.  

 “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy          

burdens, and I will give you rest” Matthew 11:28 

If you could go somewhere that offers you rest and relief from the 

burdens of carrying (worry, stress, anger) would you go …. even if  

it’s only to check it out?  

You are very welcome to try us out:  

9am Worship in the St. George’s Church – friendly and formal act of 

worship. 1030am All Age Worship in the Church Centre – more         

relaxed, family friendly worship.  

Or even come along to the church centre at 10am every                       

Sunday and you can join us for a cuppa or coffee. 

         Mike Smith 



A Message from Dean Andrew 
What is government for? In the    political tur-

bulence of these times, we need a vision of 

the role and purpose of government that 

goes beyond the economic and  pragmatic.  

 

One of the outstanding political  philosophers and 

theologians of the last 100 years remains        

Archbishop William Temple. In his pamphlet, Christianity and        

Social Order, published towards the end of 1942, Temple set out a 

compelling vision for the provision of universal access to healthcare, 

education, decent housing, proper working conditions and adequate 

leisure time. 

Temple’s booklet influenced William Beveridge, whose Beveridge 

Report, focused on tackling the five ‘giant evils’ of squalor,            

ignorance, want, idleness and disease, set the agenda for post-war 

politics and the creation of the welfare state. We continue to live with 

its legacy today, of which the NHS is the most obvious part. 

In setting out his proposals, Temple knew he might stir up             

controversy. He wrote to the economist John Maynard Keynes seek-

ing his advice on whether he should publish such a vision or not. 

Keynes was unequivocal in urging the archbishop on. Why?          

Because, Keynes argued, the ordering of society and the economy 

was a matter of ethics. 

For Keynes and for Temple, economics and the role of  government 

wasn’t simply about how to enable growth and create jobs, important 

as these things are. It was about the relationships between producer 

and consumer, between employer and employee, and the             

importance of work and opportunity in shaping personal                 

responsibility and identity. In the end, they argued,       



politics and economics must be about public ethics and the values       

society wishes to embody and live by. 

Temple’s work was snapped up by the public. Over 139,000 copies 

of Christianity and Social Order were sold. Three things stand out. 

First, Temple argued that the church must articulate a vision for what a 

just and healthy society should look like and point out where the social 

order falls short of that vision. Temple was clear: it is not for the church 

to provide detailed answers for how the vision might be fulfilled. That, he 

argued, requires technical knowledge and political decisions. Instead, 

the church is to be like a signpost, offering direction, challenge, and a 

goal. The choice of journey and the route to be followed is then a matter 

for political debate, personal choice and public policy. 

Secondly, Temple argued that society must be ordered on the premise 

that everyone has value and must be given the freedom to grow to    

maturity. Whereas current notions of freedom are often couched in 

terms of individual autonomy and personal choice, Temple suggested 

that true freedom is about self-control, self-determination, and self-

direction. It is the freedom to make a positive difference in the life of  

others, whether family, friends, neighbours, or wider society. It is the 

freedom to serve. So, Temple suggested, ‘society must be so arranged 

as to give every citizen the maximum opportunity for making deliberate 

choices and the best possible training for use of that opportunity’. 

Finally, Temple argued for everyone taking responsibility for the welfare 

of the nation. He argued that a ‘welfare society’ was a necessary     

counterpart to a welfare state. Such a society was to be guided by    

principles of service, duty and actively seeking the wellbeing of one   

another. These values were to underpin the life of a healthy society and 

a healthy body politic. Addressing the church, he wrote that Christians in 

particular must take a lead in assuming ‘responsibility as citizens for the 

political, social and economic system under which they and their fellows 

live’. 

As we mark the 80th anniversary of the Beveridge Report and          

Temple’s Christianity and Social Order, things have moved on           

considerably. But I pose the question whether in Temple’s vision there 

might be nuggets of wisdom to draw on as we seek a clear vision of 

what government and politics are for. 

Revd Canon Dr Andrew Braddock 

Interim Dean of Gloucester 



A very big thank you to all 

the volunteers who came 

and tidied up the Church-

yard for the Autumn. We 

were blessed with good 

weather and had a  happy 

morning  working together. 

Thank you to Claire 

Sandys for organizing us 

all and for the “before and 

after” photos and to Claire, 

Chris and Sarah for provid-

ing refreshments to keep 

us going. 

Pat Hartwell 



Facts and myths about 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' 

. 

 The twelve days of Christmas marks the period in the church         
calendar between the birth of Christ and the coming of the Magi that is 
Christmas and Epiphany. 

 It is believed that the song 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' first          
appeared in print in a children’s book called 'Mirth Without Mischief'   
published in 1780 and it may have been used as a memory and forfeit 
game in 1800s England. Originally the 'calling birds' that we are famil-
iar with were 'colly' birds, the term 'colly' being a slang word for the 
black bird, and in some versions the 'Partridge' was replaced by 
'Peacock'. 

 There is a theory claiming that when Catholics were punished for      
worshipping openly the song was used to secretly pass on Christian   
ideology with each gift symbolising a different aspect of faith: 

 
1. Partridge - Jesus Christ 

2. Turtle doves - Old and New Testament 

3. French hens - Theological virtues of faith, hope and love 

4. Calling birds – Four gospels or Four Evangelists 

5. Golden rings – First five books of the Old Testament, the           
Pentateuch 

6. Geese a-laying – Six days of creation 

7. Swans a-swimming – Seven sacraments 

8. Maids a-milking – Eight beatitudes 

9. Ladies dancing – Nine fruits of the spirit 

 10. Lords a-leaping – Ten commandments 

 11. Pipers piping – Eleven faithful apostles 

 12. Drummers drumming – Twelve points of doctrine in the apos-
tles creed 

But this is now thought by many to be nonsense because the gifts 
have nothing to do with their Christian equivalents therefore of little 
value for remembering pillars of faith. Also, if the persecuted church 
were so  restricted from practicing their faith that they had to conceal 
their  messages in songs then they would not be able to celebrate 
Christmas in the first place much less sing Christmas songs. 

         Judy Baldwin 

  



Sorry! 

Please accept our     
apologies for the       
lateness of this issue. 

However, being late 
means we can share the 
first few images from 
our very successful 
Christmas Tree festival. 

 



 

Musical evening 
 

Just to remind you all that our next Musical   
Evening will be on Saturday December 17th at 
7pm in the Church Centre. Tickets are now on 
sale for £5 to include light refreshments and we 
will have our usual bar where you can purchase 
drinks if you so wish. The theme is Christmas 
songs, music or carols and there may still be time 
to choose you favourite so let me know as soon 
as possible. 

       Judy 

                                                                                        

Wishing a very happy Christmas to all our readers 

and a very happy new year. Thank you for all your 

support. 

Ed. 



THE ORIGIN of CHRISTMAS and 

its FESTIVITIES 

Dear Readers, we all know that 
December 25th is Christmas Day. 
We also know that it is a          
celebration of Jesus’ birth, the   
Nativity, or Christs Mass. But we 
do not know is the exact date of 
his birth or conception. For     
various reasons, the Bible does 
not give specifics as to the dates 
of either. The date of December 
25th gained wide acceptance,   
although some evidence   
suggests that his birth may 
have occurred in the spring 
(why would shepherds be 
herding in the middle of    
winter?), Pope Julius I chose 
December 25th. It is         
commonly believed that the 
church chose December 25th 
to adopt and absorb the         
traditions of the pagan      
Saturnalia festival. First 
called the Feast of the        
Nativity, the custom spread to 
Egypt by 432 and to England 
by the end of the fourth     
century. By holding        
Christmas at the same time as 
traditional winter solstice 
Christmas is a popular December 
holiday celebrated by large    
numbers of people all around the 
world. Christmas celebrations 
first began to be observed in the 
early fourth century. In the 
fourth century, church        
officials decided to institute 
the birth of Jesus as a holiday 
However, some traditions         

associated with Christmas began 
as a part of   pagan culture; these 
were “Christianised” and given 
new meaning by the church.  

During the Christmas Season, we 
hear a lot about “Yuletide”       
especially in Christmas songs 
but where does this word come 
from. Is it simply another word 
for Christmas, or something 
more? Thousands of years ago, 
Yuletide had nothing to do with 
Christmas. Instead, it referred to 
a holiday celebrated by historical 
Germanic peoples. 

Yuletide is an archaic term to  
describe the festival season 
beginning with Christmas Eve 
and lasting until after New 
Year's Day or especially in 
England until Epiphany.  

So, Dear Readers, where and 
when does Santa originate in 
the Christmas celebration you 

may ask? The legend of Santa 
Claus can be traced back to a 
monk named St. Nicholas who 
was born in Turkey around 
280 A.D.. St. Nicholas gave 
away all his inherited wealth 
and he travelled the country-
side helping the poor and 
sick, becoming known as the 
protector of children and   
sailors. St. Nicholas first    
entered American popular  



culture in the late 18th      

century in New York, when 

Dutch families gathered to 

honour the anniversary of 

the death of “Sint Niko-

laas” (Dutch for Saint Nicho-

las), or “Sinter Klaas” for 

short. “Santa Claus” draws 

his name from this            

abbreviation The iconic   

version of Santa Claus as a 

jolly man in red with a white 

beard and a sack of toys was 

immortalized in 1881, when 

political cartoonist Thomas 

Nast drew on Moore's poem 

“The Night before         

Christmas” to create the   

image of Old Saint Nick we 

know today. 

What about Christmas Trees 

you may ask? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The modern Christmas tree was 

developed in 16th century    

Germany, when Christians 

would bring the trees into their 

homes and decorate them. 

These trees were                     

traditionally decorated with   

roses, apples, wafers, tinsel –

 which the Germans also        

invented – and sweetmeats. By 

the 18th century the Christmas 

tree was popular throughout 

Germany and illuminating it with 

wax candles was common in 

town across the affluent     

Rhineland. In the 19th century, 

the Christmas tree was           

considered an expression of 

German culture. It is a widely 

held belief that Martin       

Luther, the 16th-century 

Protestant reformer, first 

added lighted candles to a 

tree. Walking toward his 

home one winter evening, 

composing a sermon, he was 

awed by the brilliance of 

stars twinkling amidst       

evergreens. To recapture the 

scene for his family, he 

erected a tree in the main 

room and wired its branches 

with lighted candles. 

The idea first spread to England 

through Queen Victoria's    

mother—but it was Victoria's 

consort Prince Albert who 

brought them into the          

mainstream in 1848. The 



Prince sent decorated trees 

to schools and army barracks 

around Windsor, but it was   

likely a visual that made Brit-

ish citizens tree-featured the 

Queen, the Prince, and their 

children decorating a tree. 

Given the family-focused cul-

ture of the era, it wasn't long 

before Christmas trees be-

came a key component of a 

middle-class family's holiday 

celebrations. 

Out of interest, 200,000 is the 

number of trees felled to 

make all the Christmas cards 

sent in the UK. 

Denmark is a major producer 

of live Christmas trees, about 

90 percent are exported to 

other   European nations, 

such as Great Britain, Den-

mark exported about 1 mil-

lion trees to Great Britain in 

2004/ 2005 before many peo-

ple now buy artificial trees.  

To conclude, Christians 

celebrate Christmas Day 

as the anniversary of the 

birth of   Jesus of Naza-

reth, a spiritual leader 

whose teachings form the 

basis of our religion . Much 

like our modern-day  

Christmas, traditional 

Yuletide celebrations fo-

cus on eating, drinking, 

and spending time with 

loved ones.  Yuletide is 

still the perfect time to re-

connect with nature, eat, 

drink and exchange gifts 

with people we love.                  

Long may it continue! 

Happy Christmas to all our 

Readers 

Allan Delves 



Christmas Music Evening  

Saturday 17th December 2022 7pm 

St. George’s Church Centre. 

Carols & Lessons 

Sunday 18th December 2022 6pm 

St. George’s Church 

Carols by Candlelight 

Tuesday 20th December 2022 7pm 

St. George’s Church Centre. 

Christingle & Crib Service 3pm-4pm 

Saturday 24th December 2022 

St. George’s Church 

Midnight Communion 

Saturday 24th December 2022 1130pm 

St. George’s Church. 

Christmas Day Communion Service 

Sunday 25th December 2022 9am 

St. George’s Church 

Christmas Day Mince Pies 

All Welcome & Totally Free! 

Join us for coffee, cake, & mince pies 

Sunday 25th December 2022 10am-1130am 

St. George’s Church Centre. 

 

You are welcome to join us for any of our     
Christmas gatherings…. 



We have now raised nearly £900 

since we created an Easy        

Fundraising account and we have 

30 members.  

If you buy anything online, why not 

create an Easy Fundraising        

account and use this to create    

donations for St George’s. 

Thank you, Derek Harbottle, PCC Treasurer. 

Remembrance Day Celebrations in Brockworth 

Three years ago, I approached St George's Needles and Natter 

group to ask if they could produce some knitted poppies to put on 

the Church Centre Fence as part of our participation in Brockworth 

Village's Annual Remembrance Tribute. 

The ladies came up trumps and presented me with over 300      

poppies in a very short space of time! 

Ladies, your efforts were not in vain, as for the 4th time, your      

poppies have been proudly displayed on the fence and admired by 

all!  

This year, I had two very special little helpers. 

         Linda Vogwell 



MY NONSENSE POEMS, CONTINUED 

     As you, Dear Readers, enjoyed my previous                 

contributions concerning nonsense poems, for further 

amusement I present another poem following that theme. 

    “As I was going to St Ives” is a riddle rhyme, having its 

origins in the 18th century England. Believed to have been 

written around 1730 Whitsun by an anonymous author,  

The traditional understanding of this rhyme is that            

only one is going to St Ives—the narrator. All the others are 

coming from St Ives. The trick is that the listener assumes 

that all of the others must be totalled up, forgetting that    

only the narrator is said to be going to St. Ives.[ If everyone 

mentioned in the riddle were bound for St Ives, then the 

number would be 2,802: the narrator, the man and his    

seven wives, 49 sacks, 343 cats, and 2,401 kits. 

    There were a number of places called St Ives in England 

when the rhyme was first published. It is generally thought 

that the rhyme refers to St Ives, Cornwall, when it was a 

busy fishing port and had many cats to stop the rats and 

mice destroying the fishing gear, although some people  

argue it was St Ives, Cambridgeshire, as this is an            

ancient  market town and therefore an equally plausible  

destination. 

As I was going to St. Ives,                                   

 I met a man with seven wives,                                         

Each wife had seven sacks, 

Each sack had seven cats,  

Each cat had seven kits: 

Kits, cats, sacks, and wives, 

How many were there going to St. Ives?  

Allan Delves 

 



Church Diary December 2022 

4th  9am Communion Worship Service: Church 

 10am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

 10.30am Family Worship Service: Church centre  

 

5th 10am Parent and Toddler group: Church centre 

7th 9.45am Communion service: Church centre 

8th 10am Flower Guild: Church 

 7.30pm Bellringing practice: Church 

 

11th  9am Communion Worship Service: Church 

 10am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

 11am Carol singing: Millbrook Lodge 

 

12th 10am Parent and Toddler group: Church centre 

14th 9.45am Communion service: Church centre 

15th 10am Flower Guild: Church 

 7.30pm Bellringing practice: Church 

17th 7pm Music Evening: Church centre 

 

18th 9am Communion Worship Service: Church 

 10am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

 10.30am Family Worship Service: Church centre  

 6pm Service of Lessons and Carols: Church 

 

21st 9.45am Communion service: Church centre 

22nd 10am Flower Guild: Church 

 7.30pm Bellringing practice: Church 

24th  11.30 pm Christmas Eve Midnight Mass: Church 

 

25th  9am Christmas Day Communion service: Church 

 10 am—11.30 am Christmas Day Mince Pies 

All Welcome & Totally Free! 

Join us for coffee, cake, & mince pies 

St. George’s Church Centre. 



 

Church diary January 2023  

 

 

1st 9am Communion Worship service: Church 

 10.30am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

`  

5th   10am Flower Guild: Church 

 7.30pm Bellringing practice: Church 

 

8th 9am Communion Worship service: Church 

 10.30am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

`  

9th 10am Parent and Toddler Group: Church centre 

12th 10am Flower Guild: Church 

 7.30pm Bellringing practice: Church 

 

15th 9am Communion Worship service: Church 

 10.30am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

` 11am Family Worship service: Church centre 

 

16th 10am Parent and Toddler Group: Church centre 

` 7pm Meeting of full PCC: Church centre 

18th 9.45am communion service: Church centre 

19th 10am Flower Guild: Church 

 7.30pm Bellringing practice: Church 

21st 9.30am PCC away morning. St. Andrew’s, Churchdown 

22nd 9am Communion Worship service: Church 

 10.30am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

` 11am Family Worship service: Church centre 

 

23rd 10am Parent and Toddler Group: Church centre 

25th 9.45am communion service: Church centre 

 7pm Church centre committee meeting: Church centre 

26th 10am Flower Guild: Church 

 7.30pm Bellringing practice: Church 

 

29th 9am Communion Worship service: Church 

 10.30am Coffee and biscuits: Church centre 

` 11am Family Worship service: Church centre 

 

 



MY SERIES ON HYMN WRITERS 

Dear Readers, my series would not be complete without including 
one of the UKs favourite and most popular and patriotic hymns and 
the anthem of the Women’s Institute. It is regarded by some as the 
unofficial National Anthem of England. You will have guessed it by 
now, Jerusalem. 

So, who wrote it? William Blake (28 November 1757 – 12 August 
1827) was an English poet, painter, and printmaker who wrote the 
hymn in 1804. Largely unrecognised during his life, Blake is now 
considered a seminal figure in the history of the poetry and visual 
art of the Romantic Age. He wrote Shirley Valentine and also  
Women in love.  

His paintings and poetry have been characterised as part of the 
Romantic movement and as "Pre-Romantic In fact, he has been 
said to be "a key early proponent of both Romanticism and         
Nationalism". A committed Christian who was hostile to the Church 
of England (indeed, to almost all forms of organised religion) 

His poem revisits an urban legend of a young Jesus walking on 
English shores during his “lost years”. Blake despises the tyranny 
of British rule and the horrors of industrialisation knocking on     
English doors. The prophetic poem is a mishmash of fantasy and 
reality, embedded with a political and social message therein. It is a 
masterclass of subliminal messages apply delivered. The Church 
of England has long used “Jerusalem” as a metaphor for heaven, 
and the story that Jesus had visited England in his youth has     
carried through to the present day, and certainly would have been 
a factor in the minds of the religious in the nineteenth century. It 
makes sense to think of this poem as being analysis 
and comparison of humanity against machinery, and nature against 
industrialisation because those were two extremely powerful      
Ideologies of the time. In a literal interpretation of ‘Jerusalem,’ he 
contemplates if Jesus walked on English shores once as the      
popular legend is milked from time to time. He wonders about     
establishing a New Jerusalem as promised in the Bible. The poem 
is embedded with biblical connotations and realistic events leading 
to a melting pot of ideas and interpretations as a result. 

The music accompaniment to the Hymn was composed and       
arranged by Sir Hubert Parry who many you will know was brought 
up by his  family the Gambier- Parry at Highnam Court just outside 
Gloucester.  



JERUSALEM by William Blake 

And did those feet in ancient time 
Walk upon England’s mountains green: 

And was the holy Lamb of God, 
On England’s pleasant pastures seen! 

  
And did the Countenance Divine, 

Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 
And was Jerusalem builded here, 
Among these dark Satanic Mills? 

  
Bring me my Bow of burning gold: 

Bring me my arrows of desire: 
Bring me my Spear: O clouds unfold! 

Bring me my Chariot of fire! 
  

I will not cease from Mental Fight, 
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand: 

Till we have built Jerusalem, 
In England’s green & pleasant Land. 

 

Highnam Court, Gloucester, the home of the Gambier 

Parry family 

 



Our Winter Break in Devon. 

Dear readers, I thought I would share our holiday in Devon with you. This 
time there were no mishaps you will be pleased to know. We went on     
Monday morning 7th Nov. to “our” hotel in Teignmouth. We have visited The 
Cliffden Hotel at least once a year since Paul had his 1st Guide Dog & consider 
it going home from home. I park the car when we arrive & it stays there until 
we come home, so it is a holiday for me. We use the buses or shank’s pony. 

We arrived at the hotel about 12 noon & walked along the sea front from one 
end of the prom to the other (5miles) Checked in at 3.30pm & had dinner at 
6.30pm. 

Tuesday was very wet & windy, so we put on wet weather gear & caught bus 
to Torquay, by then it had stopped raining, but was VERY windy. We walked 
round the marina & all along to Livermead beach & back for the bus to     
Shaldon. We decided to walk back over the bridge & along the sea front back 
to hotel (9miles) 

Wednesday was a beautiful day with blue sky & sunshine. We caught the 
train to Exmouth. We walked the length of the sea front to the end & back 
along the beach to the marina stopping for the obligatory cream tea. The 
train journey was lovely taking us all along the river Exe to Exeter & back the 
other side to Teignmouth about an hour’s trip. A short stroll back to the hotel 
for dinner at 6.30pm (10miles) 

Thursday was another dry day, not so sunny, but warm. We walked to     
Dawlish along the walkway between the sea & the railway for part of the 
way, then up Smugglers Lane onto the road. We followed the river in Dawlish 
along the bank up one side & back the other, then walked back to            
Teignmouth. (8miles) 

Friday & after breakfast we checked out. Walked down to the sea for the last 
time, then back to the car for the drive home. As it was dry we stopped off at 
Haldon Forest & walked one of the forest trails before driving home. While 
we were walking along the trail we looked at our watch & it was 11am on 
11th Nov. It was very fitting that we stopped in the quietness & remembered 
for 2 minutes with the only sound being the wind rustling through the trees. 
Then we finished our walk. We arrived home safely about 3pm after a very 
uneventful holiday, feeling relaxed & refreshed until next time. 

I hope you have enjoyed sharing our holiday with us. Until next time. 

Jenny. 



Gordon and Rona write from Fishguard 

During November we had a visit from Reverend Brian and 

Kathy Atkinson who were returning home from a holiday spent 

with their son Mark who lives in Southern Ireland.  They arrived 

on the lunchtime ferry from Rosslare to Fishguard. Some of 

your readers will remember Brian & Kathy from their               

involvement at St George’s before Brian left to train for the   

Ministry at Salisbury Theological College.  They are both well 

and wished to be remembered to St George’s Church           

congregation. 

After 3 months of numerous visits to the GP and the local    

hospital for tests, scans, and  more tests Rona has finally      

received the all clear for her medical condition. Nothing was 

found to cause concern or further investigation.   

May we take this opportunity to wish everyone at St George’s 

Church a peaceful and blessed Christmas and pray that 2023 

will be kind to us all. 

With our love and prayers  

Rona & Gordon 

Through a child’s eyes 

 At Sunday School the children were asked to 
draw a picture illustrating a biblical story. One    
little boy was drawing an aeroplane. His Sunday 
School teacher asked him which story from the 
bible he was drawing, to which he replied, 'This is 
the flight to Egypt. Here is Mary and Joseph. This 
is the Baby Jesus, and this is Pontius the pilot'. 



Fish ’n’ Chips Christmas Lunch 

12th December at 1.30 at the Church Centre. 

All members and spouses welcome. 

£9.50 to include lunch, mince pies, tea or coffee. 

The usual raffle, please bring a wrapped prize for your ticket. 

Remember to give your name(s) to Enid or another committee mem-

ber to reserve your place. 

In November we welcomed Kaye Hensley to speak to us at our 

Branch Meeting. She gave us a very entertaining account of the MU 

Annual Gathering in September, this year held in Belfast. It sounded 

well worth the effort of travelling there and it was        encouraging to 

hear how well members were welcomed and the Mother’s Union 

warmly received in that city. 

“ Living God,  refresh and sustain us on our journey through           

Advent. Prepare us to welcome the Christ Child at Christmas.” 

                                                                                        Amen 

2023 

Our first meeting in the New Year is on 

23rd January at 2.30 

This will be the AGM followed by enjoying a selection of       

puddings. 

So leave the New Year resolutions to start after the pudding 

tasting! 

 

 



Brockworth Food 

Larder 

 Our local food larder will be 

needed more than ever as   

families are faced with rising 

costs. It is run from the       

Community Centre by           

volunteers for local people. 

Supplies are running low so 

please could you consider     

donating long life or tinned food, 

drinks or toiletries, All items can 

be taken to Brockworth  

Community Centre whenever it 

is open. 

Thank you 



Please  

…as your Christmas cards arrive, take a 

moment to remove and save the stamps for 

The James Hopkins Trust. They can be taken 

to the office or handed to any Church     

member. Christmas cards can be recycled 

early in January for the Cobalt Unit.  We will 

also take greetings cards, old or broken    

jewellery, old spectacles, medicine blister 

packs and used ink cartridges to pass on to 

charities as fund raisers.  Thank you! 

 

Don’t be shy! 

 

This is your magazine.  We need 

your interesting stories, facts, 

jokes,  poems, quotes, recipes, 

brain teasers, photos, notices or 

anything  else that others would 

enjoy reading.  
 

All contributions will be gratefully  

received by the church office or,  

preferably, please email: 

 

stgeorgesbrockworthmag 

@gmail.com 

Have you got new 

neighbours? 

How about putting  

a copy of our    

magazine  

through their door! 

You can get extra 

copies from  

the Church Office 

01452 550 554 



Happy Hands & Feet 

Professional hands, feet, and nail care services. 

Fully qualified, trained and contracted by Birmingham Podiatry. 

· Insured · CRB checked  

                       Telephone Germaine- 07738 020426 

 

Menu of Services 
Initial assessment, nail cutting, filing of skin & foot massage 
(Including purchase of equipment) £30 

Routine toenail cut 
Including filing of nails & foot £20 

Additional services in addition to toe nail treatments above 
if conducted at the same appointment: 

Routine fingernail cut £5 

Nails varnished (each set) £5 

Foot & lower leg massage £5 

Hand & arm massage £5 

LAWNMOWERS 
SERVICED – SHARPENED – REPAIRED 

ALSO:- RIDE-ON MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, 

ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGETRIMMERS ETC. 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

Tel : CHELTENHAM MOWERS LIMITED 

Tel : 01452 616169 

Unit B3, Nexus, Hurricane Road, Gloucester Business Park,  Glos. GL3 4AG 

Visit and Buy On-Line at www.mowers-online.co.uk 
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Is 2023 your year to be baptised or confirmed? 

In 2023, Bishop Rachel and Bishop Robert invite you to explore the Christian faith and 
consider baptism and confirmation. The six-session course starts on 15 February. 

Adult baptism and confirmation allow you to make a public statement of your faith 
and trust in Jesus Christ and your commitment to follow him, as the one in whom life 
in all its fullness is to be found. If you’re over 18 and considering being baptised and/
or confirmed, the bishops would like to invite you to discover more about a life fol-
lowing Jesus. 

The Pilgrim Way is a six-session course (five on Zoom and one in person in the Cathe-
dral) based on ‘The Pilgrim Way’ on Wednesday evenings from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. 
With the bishops, participants will explore the scriptures and the core beliefs of the 
Christian faith, our vision for the world, what it means to live as a Christian, and wor-
ship. A range of Christians will give insights into their faith and understanding. 

On Easter Eve, Saturday 8 April 2023 at 8pm, people from across the Diocese will 
gather at a diocesan service of baptism and confirmation, where you will be invited to 
make your commitment to God. 

Visit: gloucester.anglican.org/the-pilgrim-way-baptism-and-confirmation-course/ 

“God got me out of bed to paint” 

Sally Snape, who worships at St Michael and All Angels in Bishops Cleeve, shares her 
story of how her faith inspired her to become an artist. 

“I have always been creative but had no idea that God could use paintings and sketches 
until about 10 years ago. I did Art A-Level but thought I was no good, so I threw away 
my paintings and had no intention of painting again. However, God had a different 
idea. 

“I was ill with chronic fatigue symptom and struggling to manage as a mum with a 
toddler. After prayer at my local church service, I had a new revelation of how alive 
the Bible is and started reading it more often. I began to get pictures in my mind that 
wouldn’t go away. I knew God wanted me to paint the first one, but I argued that I was 
too tired and not skilled. One day, I was so cross with God because I couldn’t sleep 
and all I could see was this picture. So I said, ‘Fine, if it means you will let me sleep, I 
will paint it, but I can’t do people and I can’t do water!’ 



“I painted it very simply on a small canvas I had and God gave me words to paint 
across the top. I then realised I wasn't tired. The next day, a friend knocked on my 
door and asked for prayer for something. I realised the words on the painting and 
the picture matched what she was talking about, and that the picture was for her. 
We were both amazed. 
“I started taking notebooks and pencils to church and would draw what God 
showed me during the service. Often the pictures matched the sermon before I had 
heard what the topic was. 
“We moved to Scotland and the team at my new church saw me drawing and told 
me I was a prophetic artist and there were other artists doing the same. God would 
show me where to start and what colours to use, sometimes he gave me the whole 
picture. I was astounded at some of the paintings, they were far better than I could 
paint in my own ability. 
“Sometimes I had no idea why I had painted what I had painted until the talk start-
ed or at the end someone would come up to me and say the 
“I painted live on stage at ReFuel, a conference for Christian worship and creative 
teams, and have taught seminars. I have also painted live at the Christian Arts Fes-
tival in Cheltenham, sometimes at outdoor venues and even during a play. I hold 
exhibitions at my church and a local retreat. I sell my paintings and am very 
blessed to have a studio space where I can paint and take my time. 
 
“I’ve gone from thinking I can’t even draw to being the ‘woman who draws in 
church’, and I love hearing stories years later of how God has used the sketches 
and paintings that I have done.” 
 
You can see Sally’s work at: www.facebook.com/encouragedesigns 
 
 
Resources to grow your faith in 2023 
A new year brings an opportunity to refresh your connection with faith, praying or 
reading the Bible. These resources offer various ways to connect with and explore 
the Christian faith: 
Bible in One Year – https://bibleinoneyear.org/en The leading daily Bible app to 
walk you through each day’s readings. 
Lectio365 – 24-7prayer.com/resource/lectio-365 A short daily devotional app to 
help you pray the Bible each day. 
Daily Hope Phone Line – call 0800 804 8044 A free phone line offering hymns, 
prayers and words of comfort. 
Ask Alexa – say “Alexa, open the Church of England” Ask questions, hear prayers 
and more. 
The Alpha course – https://alpha.org.uk Explore the Christian faith in a relaxed set-
ting at a church near you. 



Eco Church in an Hour  

We can all make a difference, and it’s often taking the small steps that 
add up to create the big change. This year, be part of 
#EcoChurchInAnHour by visiting gloucester.anglican.org/living-
faith/environment/eco-church-in-an-hour 

Events and training 

More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/events 
Everyday mindfulness St Peter’s Cottages, Leckhampton, 8 January, 
6pm Mindfulness is a gentle practice of noticing the here and now. 
This course teaches how effective this practice can be for wellbeing 
as well as combating anxiety, depression, sleeplessness and stress. 
Visit: gloucester.anglican.org/everyday-mindfulness-2-3-2-2/ 

An introduction to listening skills St Aldates Church, Gloucester, 9 
January, 6.30pm This course is for those who wish to learn listening 
skills in order to help other people, whether in a voluntary, church or 
employed setting. No previous experience required. Visit: glouces-
ter.anglican.org/an-introduction-to-listening-skills-listening-post/ 

Social media and young people St Mary DeCrypt, Gloucester, 25 Jan-
uary, 7pm to 9pm This workshop explores how social media works, 
how young people interact with and through it, and how we can safe-
ly enter that world to be a positive influence online. Visit: glouces-
ter.anglican.org/social-media-and-young-people/ 

Movement worship night St Matthew’s Church, Cheltenham, 3 Feb-
ruary, 7.30pm to 11pm Aimed at youth and young adults, to gather 
together to meet with God in a dynamic environment with contempo-
rary worship and life-applicable teaching that is practical, relevant 
and useful. Visit: gloucester.anglican.org/movement-worship-night-
cheltenham/ 

Have your say Visit Facebook f/Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Kathe-
rine at kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, 
view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website                        
Gloucester.anglican.org 



 

ARE YOU LOOKING 

FOR A VENUE  

for your children’s party, family  

gathering, meeting or other event? 

St. George’s Church Centre is available to hire. 
 

The hall is located in the centre of Brockworth village on     

Court Road, GL3 4ET and has good facilities,       

including a private car park for hall users. 

 

The main hall holds up to 100 people - perfect for larger 

events, and can be hired for £17 per hour,        

or £60 for four hours. 

The lounge can accommodate up to 25 people,   

 ideal for smaller meetings, for £11 per hour  

or £40 for four hours. 

 

  

For further details, call Karen at the Church office on 01452 550554 

Email:  hire@stgeorgesbrockworth.org 

 


