
September 2024 

To grow through faith, prayer and 

worship in Brockworth, to make 

committed followers of Jesus. 



Getting in touch: 

 

Church Office:  Church Administrator, St Georgeôs Church Centre,  

   Court Road, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4ET 

Office Hours:    9.30ð11.30am, MondayðFriday 

Phone:   01452 550554 

Email:   admin@stgeorgesbrockworth.org  

Parish Website:  www.stgeorgesbrockworth.org   

 

Facebook:   Search for  ñSt Georgeôs Brockworthò and ólikeô our page 

 

Vicar:    Rev. Mike Smith 

   The Vicarage, Court Road, Brockworth, GL3 4ET 

   Tel: 07415 089897 

   Email: vicar@stgeorgesbrockworth.org 

   Mikeôs day off is Friday 

 

Licensed Reader: 

Mrs Louisa Messenger 01452 862058, email: louisamessenger@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Churchwardens:  Positions vacant 

 

Hon. Treasurer:  Mr Derek Harbottle 01452 863732 

    email: treasurer@stgeorgesbrockworth.org 

 

PCC Secretary:    Mrs Elaine Marsh 

    email: pcc@stgeorgesbrockworth.org 

 

Safeguarding Officer:   Mrs Liz Hopkins 01452 550554,  

            email: safeguarding@stgeorgesbrockworth.org 

 

Magazine Editor:   Mrs Pat Hartwell    email: stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 

 

The article deadline for the October issue is 15/09/24 
 

Please email:   stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com  

    If unable to email, please deliver hard copy to the Church  Office  

   

Editorial Disclaimer & church policies : 

Any ecclesiastical or political views contained in this magazine are not necessarily those of the PCC or the Editor. This church 

promotes good practice in work with children and young people. It has a current and active Child Protection Policy thatôs available 

to view at St Georgeôs Church  & St Georgeôs Church Centre. St. Georgeôs, Brockworth is a Fair Trade Parish and supports the 

Parish Giving Scheme.  

 

THIS MONTHôS COVER: Norwegian Stave Church, an ancient Christian place of worship, made with 

wood without using nails or glue and featuring beautiful carvings. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk
mailto:treasurer@stgeorgesbrockworth.org
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The celebration and sharing of life, lived in all 

abundance, is for those who seek to be disciples of Jesus Christ at the core of who 

we are called to be. In Jesus, we see God coming to live with us in our homes and 

on our streets, challenging us with the    question ówho is your neighbour?ô, chal-

lenging us to be champions of the Kingdom, of justice, mercy and peace. 

The murder of three children and the vicious wounding of other   children and adults 

at a dance party in Southport last week was an act of evil. It was a deep scar on the 

life we are all as citizens of this country, as men, women and children from every 

nation, made in Godôs image, called to share. An evil rightly responded to by so 

many in that community and beyond, coming to offer comfort and solidarity to build 

unity with a light that darkness cannot overcome. We have seen in these two things 

the worst and the best of humanity. 

Yet, while there are those who have come together to build community and to cele-

brate life in these last days, we have seen also those from the far right who have 

used these tragic events as an opportunity not to seek life but to destroy it. Those 

who have sought to further divide communities, to sow distrust, to spark violence 

and engender hatred. That some who have done this, see themselves as somehow 

defending Christian values is deeply offensive. Such attitudes and behaviour are 

the very opposite of the Gospel of Peace that Jesus proclaims and the Kingdom for 

which Jesus calls us to work. 



In that community and beyond, coming to offer comfort and solidarity to 

build unity with a light that darkness cannot overcome. We have seen in 

these two things the worst and the best of humanity. 

Yet, while there are those who have come together to build  community 

and to    celebrate life in these last days, we have seen also those from 

the far right who have used these tragic events as an opportunity not to 

seek life but to destroy it. Those who have sought to further divide     

communities, to sow distrust, to spark violence and engender hatred. 

That some who have done this, see themselves as somehow defending 

Christian values is deeply offensive. Such attitudes and  behaviour are 

the very opposite of the Gospel of Peace that Jesus proclaims and the 

Kingdom for which Jesus calls us to work. 

Rather, as Christians committed to life for all, our first response is prayer 

for those children lost and their families in their deep grief, for all injured 

both at the dance party and in the subsequent violence, not least our  

police as they seek to ensure the protection of others. Then a redoubled 

effort to work with all of good will from every community, from all faith  

traditions, to strengthen the bonds of community and to build unity. 

While we have not thankfully seen such violence in the communities of 

our diocese, we know that we are not immune. We know that our Muslim 

communities in  particular are anxious and alarmed. Bishop  Rachel, 

Dean Andrew and I, with the whole diocese, stand with them in our    

common humanity, our commitment to work for peace and to live well    

together, seeking abundant life for all. 

 



Starts Wednesday 18th September (contemplative) 

Last one in Church will be Tuesday 3rd September 



Parish Notes 

 

We have a lovely bright, shiny, new kitchen in the Church centre! Many 

thanks to those involved in obtaining grants for this, to all who contribut-

ed to the appeal to obtain the last few items the grants didnôt cover, and 

to John Boulton and Claire Sandys, our brilliant project managers who 

oversaw the whole process. Hooray for hot water!! 

 

We had another good ñTidy up the Churchyardò morning on a thankfully 

dry Saturday in August. A good team of folks tidied borders and       

graveyard areas, but there is still more to do. Thanks to Claire and Chris 

Sandys for their organisation and  refreshments. Thanks, too, to Mike 

Owens, who organises our team of volunteer churchyard grass mowers, 

and for his mammoth task of sorting and tidying the shed. 

 

Throughout August, the childrenôs programme has been running. This is 

a joint initiative between the community centre, the library and St. 

Georgeôs church. One comment I heard from a parent was that the forest 

school morning had been much appreciated by her children. Thanks to 

those who obtained grants to fund this programme and to the volunteers 

who made sure all the children were safe whilst at St. Georgeôs and 

those who provided  refreshments for the childrenôs parents/carers. 

 

Satellites is ña 5-day gathering designed to inspire teenagers to live with 

God at the centre of their lives for the other 360 days of the year.ò It is for 

young people who already belong to church groups and was held in Au-

gust this year at the Bath and Wells showground. Sarah Smith and 

friends volunteered to feed around 70 young people from several local 

churches. I know they did a great job because my 14-year-old grandson 

was there, and he said the food was brilliant!   

         Ed 



  


