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Notices and updates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Unfortunately, we are no longer able to deliver the online service on Sunday 26th December. We 
are sorry and we will return in 2022 with more great online content. We pray you have a peaceful 
and healthy Christmas and year ahead.  
 
 

Church Office closed from Monday 27th December 2021 – Monday 3rd January 2022. 

 
 

Keep connected with each other and with God.  
 

 
As we express our joys and concerns to God this week...  
 
Let us be thankful and pray for this Christmastime; deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ 
brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to 
be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and 
forgiven, for Jesus' sake. 
 
Let us pray for any that are struggling during Christmastime; O Lord, fill them with your light and 
your hope. Please give them strength when they are weak, love when they feel forsaken, courage 
when they are afraid, wisdom when they feel foolish, comfort when they are alone, hope when they 
feel rejected, and peace when they are in turmoil. Let them know and feel that they are in God’s 
hands. 

 
Christmas Services 
  

Christmas Eve 

3pm  Family Crib Service in Church 

11.30pm Midnight Communion Service in Church 

  

Christmas Day 

9am  Christmas Day Communion Service in Church 

10am  Church Family Gathering : tea, coffee, mince  

pies & toys in Church Centre 

 

 

PLACES MUST BE BOOKED VIA THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR THE 

TWO SERVICES ON CHRISTMAS EVE. PLEASE CONTACT THE 

CHURCH OFFICE BY 11AM ON CHRISTMAS EVE, EITHER BY 

PHONE (01452 550554) OR EMAIL 

(admin@stgeorgesbrockworth.org)  

TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE. 
  

Bring your Christmas cards to the church office by  Monday 10th January 2022 and we 

will pass them onto the Cobalt unit in Cheltenham, to recycle, to raise valuable funds for them. 
(Church Office closed Monday 27th December – Monday 3rd January 2022). 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
mailto:admin@stgeorgesbrockworth.org
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Let us pray for healing and wholeness in mind, body and spirit for Heidi and Jean Corless; pray they 
would know and experience the peace, presence and comfort of Jesus.  
 
Let us pray for God’s blessings on Emily and Samuel who were married at St George’s this month. 
May love and laughter fill your hearts and your homes for all the days of your lives. 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
     

THE FIRST AND SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
 
 

We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
357 In the bleak mid-winter (BC22) 
 
 

We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world. The word was made flesh 

and dwelt among us … and we beheld his glory.  

 

Almighty God,  

To whom all hearts are open,  
All desires known,  
And from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you,  
And worthily magnify your holy name; 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

 

Gathering our thoughts, we remember and confess: 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said; 
The first commandment is this; 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind 
And with all your strength.’ 
The second is this, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
There is no other commandment greater than these.  

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAzQIS4-MpY
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On these two commandments  
Hang all the law and the prophets.  
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  
Amen. 
 

 
 

May almighty God have mercy on us and forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting 
life.  Amen. 
 
 

Take a few moments to sit and think about receiving that unconditional offering of 
forgiveness through grace.  
 
 

Collect 
God in Trinity, 
eternal unity of perfect love: 
gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life 
through the birth of Emmanuel, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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Readings for the First Sunday of Christmas (26th December) 
 
Reading: Acts 7:51-60 (ESV) 

Stephen's Speech 

“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not 
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the 
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

The Stoning of Stephen 

54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth 
at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out 
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together[a] at him. 58 Then they 
cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning 
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he 
had said this, he fell asleep. 

 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:17-22 (ESV) 

Persecution Will Come 

Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 
synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to 
bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you over, do not be 
anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be 
given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you. 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you 
will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved.  

 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+7%3A51-60&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27162a
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Readings for the Second Sunday of Christmas (2nd January) 
 
Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 (ESV) 

The Future Glory of Israel 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3 And nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and exult,[a] 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV) 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men[a] from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose[b] and have come 
to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
so it is written by the prophet: 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+60&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18827a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23171a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23172b
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6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to 
rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 

 
 

 

We can explore our bible readings and how we can apply this to our day to day lives.  
 

Hard to Hope ‘They saw the child … and worshipped him.’   

It’s 2,000 years ago in Jerusalem. Christmas, or anything like it, is the last thing on 
anyone’s mind. God’s prophets had no messages from Him, the powerful Roman 
Empire had God’s people under its rule, and people claiming to be ‘the messiah’ were 
being slaughtered left, right, and centre. More recently, a king named Herod had 
killed all of the boys under the age of two in the town of Bethlehem, because he’d 
heard a new king was coming from there. This was not an easy environment for hope. 
And yet Jesus came barrelling into that world. Small. Barely noticed. But there, and 
bringing hope in flesh and blood (John 1:14). Christmas meant that God was speaking 
again - powerfully, through a true Messiah with real, powerful, credentials. His life, 
and His death on a cross, would bring hope. Even hope *after* that death. Read 1 
Peter 1:3-6 - and try to take in that Jesus’ death wasn’t just hope for 2,000 years ago, 
but is hope for you, too. The nativity isn’t just about His birth way back then. It’s the 
beginning of our ‘birth’, today, into His life. 

Often when it comes to Christmas, we’re tempted to tune hopeless things out, so that 
we can enjoy a bit of family time and peace. But that’s nothing like the first Christmas 
- which happened right in the midst of truly awful circumstances. It tells us that, even 
there, hope can come. 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
592 Once in royal David’s city (BC4) 
 
 
 

Let us declare our faith with confidence: 
 

 

We believe in God the Father, 
who created all things: 
for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 
 
 

We pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
265 Good Christian men rejoice (BC24) 
 
 

 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgR48OpNmOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vw5g9kt_ANA
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Numbers 6:24-26   May the LORD bless you and protect you.  
May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.  
May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace. 

 
Our worship has ended, but our service now begins. Let us go in peace to love and 
serve the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/

